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ClubLink executive argues better use for Kanata Lakes golf course
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI
ClubLink has come out of its
corner swinging in the fight over
the future of the Kanata Lakes
Golf and Country Club.
The operator of the Kanata
Lakes golf course shocked the
community 10 days before
Christmas announcing it will
pursue options for alternative
use of the golf course lands. To
that end, ClubLink has partnered with Minto and Richcraft
to assist with redevelopment
plans for the property.
RobertVisentin, vice president
of investment at ClubLink, says
there is an opportunity to better utilize the 70 hectares of
land to meet the interests of the
community.
He said in an interview last
week those who don’t believe the
golf industry is in decline need to
educate themselves.
“For people to say the golf
business is healthy is a bit of not
knowing the facts,” he toldYour
CommunityVoice.

Harkening back to his initial
statement before Christmas,
Visentin repeated that golf
courses across the country are
struggling, particularly in saturated markets like Ottawa.
“We don’t see that correcting itself anytime soon,” saidVisentin.
“The question is what does the
future hold.”
Chatter from Kanata Lakes residents on social media, notably
those backing on to the course,
is a feeling of betrayal considering many paid five and six-figure
premiums for their unobstructed view of the greenspace.
“That’s part of the conversation
ClubLink is hoping to have with
people in terms of how we mitigate the current view they have
to what they’re going to be looking at if we are successful, but
you can’t do that without having
a conversation,” said Visentin.
“We’re hoping (to accomplish
that) through buffering or some
other greenspace value.
“I think the other thing that
we’re proposing is that we’re

converting stuff that is only
being used part-time into
being used year-round and
being available to the community at large, where right now it
is only available in the summer
to golfers.”
No development application
has been filed with the city.
When that might happen “really kind of depends on how
the conversation takes place
between the community, the
city and ourselves. And when I
say ourselves, I mean ClubLink,
Minto and Richcraft and how
that conversation takes place,”
saidValentin.
A 1981 agreement between
the former City of Kanata and
the golf course operator of the
day puts in dispute whether any
development can take place on
the greenspace.
Kanata North Coun. Jenna
Sudds argues her layperson’s
reading of the original and
amended agreements is that
ownership is to revert to the city
should the proprietor walk away

from the business.
Valentin disagrees.
“We made a statement that
we think development is allowable and the city has said that is
going to do a review of that and
see whether they concur or don’t
concur,” he said. “Until we get
that answer it is going to be difficult to tell what the next steps
are. We’re doing this one step at
a time.”
About 100 volunteers joined

the councillor on a bitterly cold
day Sunday, January 13 to go
door-to-door in Kanata Lakes
to raise awareness of the issue.
Sudds, who was joined by
Stittsville Coun. Glen Gower for
the community rally, estimates
her team of volunteers reached
approximately 1,500 homes.
“I’d say 95 per cent of people
were aware of the issue,” she
said of the response at the doors.
Of the homeowners the

councillor spoke to directly, she
says all were opposed to any development on the greenspace.
“There was a general frustration this is even being contemplated,” she said.
Sudds held a townhall Jan. 21.
at the Mlacak Centre to give the
community the opportunity to
speak their mind on the issue.
The meeting was held afterYour
CommunityVoice went to press.
puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca
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$479,900. Emerald Meadows. Tamarack adult bungalow, 2+1 bed, 3 full bath, move-in ready. $449,000. Constance Lake. Approx 2400 sq ft, 1.1 acre property with additional detached
Open concept living & dining rooms w/ south facing sun room. Chef’s kitchen has granite garage. Covered front porch, new front door. 3 bed, 2 bath, upgraded eat-in kitchen, spacious
countertops, subway tile backsplash, many cabinets & pantry. Handy main level laundry.
living room w/ brick fireplace. Lower level great room has walkout to gorgeous backyard.
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$1,035,000. Richardson Ridge. Marvelous pie shaped lot, outstanding home, customized w/ $259,900. Beaverbrook 3 bed, 2 bath, many excellent updates. Interlock walkway & long $324,900. Kanata Lakes. Fabulous modern condo close to shops, entertainment, parks & bus
fabulous layout. Three full ensuites, 4 bedrooms and laundry on second level. Extraordinary driveway w/ double car gar. Spacious living room w/ parquet hardwood flooring, gas fireplace service. Indoor parking w/storage & elevator access to apartment. Marvelous open concept
living & dining areas w/ hardwood flooring . 2 bed, 2 bath. Combined utility & laundry room .
quality home built by Uniform. Captivating kitchen has modern design cabinets, S/S appliances with brick surround & patio door to private backyard oasis & gardens. Finished lower level.

Call Us Today for a Market Evaluation on Your Home!

